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In Search of the Past: Local Rosie the Riveter wants others to tell their
stories

Jane Tucker strikes a Rosie the Riveter pose.

Jane Tucker talks about her experience
while working during World War II.

“I’m 83 years old now. I would appreciate if you would check and find out that I was
truly there… and that I did my part… to the end. And add my name to the women who
did their part also.”

A quote at the Rosie the Riveter / World War II National Historical Park
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By her own admission, Jane Tucker’s memory is not what it used to be. At 83 years old,
she takes a few minutes to remember details from her past. But she is willing to make the
effort of remembering and retelling. It’s important, she says, important that people know
that she and women just like her helped win a war.

Jane is a member of the American Rosie the Riveter Association (ARRA) and is trying to
inspire other Rome women to tell their stories before it’s too late.

For information about how to preserve your story in the ARRA archives, go online to
www.rosietheriveter.net.

WHAT IS ARRA? The American Rosie the
Riveter Association is an organization established to
honor the contributions of women workers on the
home front during World War II and to promote
patriotism and responsibility among all Americans.

WHO MAY BELONG? Women whose work
was designed to contribute to the war effort
(including women who did volunteer work) and
their female descendants are eligible for active
membership. Spouses and male relatives may
become auxiliary members.

Women in occupations today that, prior to World
War II were considered to be “men’s work” may
join as 21st Century Rosies.

Women who performed the work are known as
Rosies. Their female descendants are known as
Rosebuds. Male auxiliary members are known as
Rivets. A woman is eligible for membership as a
Rosie if her work or volunteer services occurred
during 1941-1945 and consisted of any one of the
following:

1. Employment of any sort in an industry or
government agency that was directly related
to the war effort, or

2. Employment (or self-employment) in a
capacity usually held by a man, thus
releasing a man for military duty, or

3. Participation on a sustained basis in one or
more volunteer activities related to the war
effort.

http://www.rosietheriveter.net/
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Jane says while thousands of women worked during WWII, helping to build many of
the airplanes and ships that were instrumental in winning the war, few are living today
and even fewer are willing to talk about their part in the effort.

She recently attended the association’s meeting in Nashville, Tenn., and after seeing
how few Rosies are left, she felt compelled to keep their stories alive.

She worked 10 hours each day, six or seven days each week at $1.20 an hour. She
welded for two years. At first the work was merely another job to pay bills and debts,
but as the war wore on, Jane began seeing that her contribution and that of the women
working along side her was a major factor in the allied victory.

One of the reasons Jane thinks some women are reluctant to speak of their experiences
working during WWII is that simply recalling that period may be difficult for some.

“We were shunned by many people at the time,” Jane said. “We took men’s jobs and
we wore men’s clothes. Some of us smoked in public. Women just didn’t do that at the
time so many of us were treated poorly.”

By the time the war ended, Jane was proud of the work she and other Rosie the Riveters
had done all across the country. She doesn’t remember exactly what happened when the
news came that the war was over.

“It would have been in the afternoon, wouldn’t it?” she says as she tries to remember
that day. “I don’t recall a celebration at work. But I’m sure in downtown Savannah
people were in the streets like they were at Times Square in New York.”

Jane simply wants the women who contributed to the war effort to be remembered and
celebrated. Many gave their lives in the name of national defense and still have gone
unrecognized, she said.

She encouraged the families of any local Rosies to help their loved ones join the
American Rosie the Riveter Association. But more importantly, she encouraged them to
recall and share their stories.

“Just tell your story, all that you can remember,” Jane said. “The new generations need
to know what you did for this country. There aren’t too many of us left.”
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